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Interfaith Declaration in support of a Ban on Fully Autonomous Weapons

The issue

Throughout history, people have been killed by gunfire, maimed by mines and have experienced the
devastating effects of bombs. The nature of war continues to change. Now, technology is changing not
only how war is fought, but the very identity of who fights it. States are developing machines into fully
autonomous weapons (so called killer robots) with the ability to select and engage targets without
human intervention, allowing life and death decisions to be made by machines. A decision with such
grave consequences should never be made by a machine. Robotic warfare is an affront to human
dignity and to the sacredness of life. Although fully autonomous weapons do not yet exist, military and
policy documents indicate a clear trend towards autonomously functioning weapon systems. This
development poses a grave threat to civilians in conflict areas and raises serious moral, ethical and
legal concerns.

Our objections

Contemporary warfare is no longer fought on conventional battlefields and often takes place in
populated areas. Fully autonomous weapons will be unable to distinguish properly between
combatants and civilians, neither will they understand human motives and intentions. In the complex
and dynamic circumstances of a battlefield fully autonomous weapons will not be able to make sound
judgments. Therefore, fully autonomous weapons will pose a serious threat to civilians in conflict and
will pose a fundamental challenge to international humanitarian law, particularly regarding the rules of
distinction and proportionality. Given the nature of fully autonomous weapons, it is inevitable that they
will at some point kill or injure civilians. When that happens, it seems that no one can be held
accountable. The weapon itself has no moral agency and, as a result, cannot be held responsible if
they take an innocent life. A robot does not feel guilt or regret, you cannot put it in prison or hold it
accountable for its actions. But also the programmer, the manufacturer or the military commander
cannot be held legally responsible for crimes committed by an autonomously functioning weapon. This
accountability gap should be considered immoral and abhorrent. Autonomous weapons will make it
easier for leaders to go to war, because they will shift risks away from a nation’s own soldiers.
However, due to the nature of fully autonomous weapons the risk of civilian casualties will increase.

Our commitment

On 28 April 2013, an international coalition of non-governmental organizations launched the
Campaign to Stop Killer Robots to raise awareness about the implications of fully autonomous
weapons and to call for a comprehensive, pre-emptive ban on fully autonomous weapons. Whereas
other weapons were only banned after their use showed to have grave humanitarian consequences,
we now have a chance to stop these atrocious weapons before they enter the battlefield. Similar to the
development of the nuclear weapon, fully autonomous weapons will be a weapon we will wish we had
prevented. In the past, religious leaders showed their commitment to take action against other heinous
weapons such as cluster munitions and anti-personnel mines. Now, it is time to take a stand against
fully autonomous weapons. Therefore,

we, as religious leaders, faith groups and faith-based organizations, raise our
collective voice to call on all governments to participate in the international debate on
the issue, and to work towards a ban on the development, production and use of fully
autonomous weapons.

This is a chance for all involved to take a stand, to uphold human dignity, and to promote peace.
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Maost Rev. Desmond Tutu
Archbishop Emeritus of Cape Town, South
Africa

His Beatitude Patriarch Fouad Twal
Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem

His Beatitude Mar Louis Raphael | Saka
Patriarch of Babylon of the Chaldeans
Irag

His Beatitude Emeritus Michel Sabbah
Emeritus Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem
Former President of Pax Christi International

Ven. Halyale Wimalarathana Thero
Buddhist Monk, Therawada Buddhist Tradition
Geneva, Switzerland
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The Hague, The Netherands
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President of the Protestant Churches in Egypt
General Secretary of the Synod of the Nile
Evangelical Schools
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Archbishop of Liverpool, United Kingdom
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Sayed Jawad al-Khoei
Secretary General of the London-based
Al-Khoei International Foundation

Maost Rev. Daniel Deng Bul Yak
Archbishop of Juba, South Sudan

Most Rev, Dr Antje Jackelén
Archbishop of Uppsala, Sweden

Maost Rev. Felix Machado
Archbishop of Vasai, India

Maost Rev. Joris Vercammen
Archbishop of Utrecht of the Old Catholic
Church of the Netherands

Most Rev. John Kirby
Bishop of Clonfert, Ireland
President of Pax Christi lreland

Meost Rev, Gerard de Korte
Bishop of Groningen-Lesuwardan,
The Netherlands

Most Rev. Kevin Dowling, CSSR
Bishop of Rustenburg, South Africa
Co-President of Pax Christi International

Most Rev. Giovanni Giudici
Bishop of Pavia, ltaly
FPresident of Pax Chnisti Italy

Most Rev. Marc Stenger
Bishop of Troyes, France
President of Pax Chnsti France

Most Rev, Radl Vera, OP

Bishop of Saltillo, Mexico

Co-President of the Christian International
Service of Solidarity with the Peoples of Latin
America (SICSAL)

The Right Reverend Dr, Munib Younan
Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Jordan and the Haoly Land

Most Rev, Luigi Bettazzi
Bishop Emeritus of Ivrea, Italy
Former President of Pax Christ International

Emeritus Bishop Paride Taban

Catholic Diocese of Torit Eastern Equatona
State, founder and patron of Kuron Peace
Village South Sudan

Most Rev. Adrianus Van Luyn

Bishop Emeritus of Rotterdam, the
Metherlands; former Fresident of COMECE;
former president of Pax Chnsti Netherlands

Most Rev. Thomas Gumbleton
Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus of Detroit, USA,;
former President of Pax Christi USA

Ms. Marie Dennis
Intermational Co-Prasident
FPax Christi International

Rev, Emilie Teresa Smith

Co-President of the Christian Intemational
Service of Solidarity with the Peoples of Latin
America (SICSAL)



Rev. Sister Carmen Sammut, MSOLA
President of the International Union of
Superiors General (UISG), Rome

Rev. Sister Yvonne Reungoat, FMA
Supernor General of the Daughters
of Mary Help of Christians, Rome

Rev. Sister Filo Hirota, MMB
General Coordinator of the
Mercedarian Missionaries of Berriz, Rome

Rev. Sister Janice McLaughlin, MM
Congregational Leadership Team
of the Maryknoll Sisters

Rev. Sister Rebecca Macugay, MM
Congregational Leadership Team
of the Maryknoll Sisters

Rev. Sister Ann Hayden, MM
Congregational Leadership Team
of the Maryknoll Sisters

Rev, Sister Bitrina Hayden, MM
Congregational Leadership Team
of the Maryknaoll Sisters

Rev. Sister Patricia Chappell, SNDdeN
Executive Director of Fax Christi USA

Rev. Dr. Margaretha M. Hendriks-Ririmasse
Vice-moderator of the WCC Central Commitiee
Mollucas Christian Chureh, Indonesia

Rev. Sister Simone Campbell, 885
Executive Director of NETWORK, USA

Heather Denny
Religious Society of Friends, Auckland
Aotearoa, New Zealand

Rev. Kjell Magne Bondevik

Pastor in the Lutheran Church of Norway
President of the Oslo Center for peace and
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Reverend Timothy William Atkin

Supenor General of the Congregation of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary (Scheut)

Rome, ltaly

Rev. Father Kevin O'Neill, S5C
Supenor General, Missionary Society of
St. Columban, Hong Kong

Brother René Stockman, FC
Superior General of the Brothers of Charity
Rome, Italy

Ching-An Yeh
The Presbyterian Church in Tawan

Audeh Quawas
Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem

Mathias Quackenbush
Unitarian Universalist Society of San Francisco

Rev. Professor Andrew Dutney
President Uniting Church in Australia

Father Amir Jaje
Vicar Provincial of the Dominican fathers in
Arab world, Irag

Rev. 0. Kolade Fadahunsi

Methodist Church MNigeria

Programme Officer Churches in Action for
Peace and Development (CAPAD)

Rev. Dr. Janet Crowford
Auckland New Zeeland

Father Peter Murnane
Catholic Daminican friar
Honiara, Solomon Islands

Rev. Aaro Rytkonen,
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finfand
Director of Advocacy, Finn Church Aid

Rev. Paul Lansu
Diocese of Antwerp
Senior Policy Officer Pax Christi International

Peter Low
Cuakers New Zeealand

Reverend Professor Andrew Dutney
President Uniting Church in Australia

Andrew Bolton
Apostle for Asia Mission Field, Community of
Christ, USA

Father Ignatius Ismartona SJ

Jasuit Father, Jakarta Indonesia

Head of volunteers organization SAHABAT
INSAN

Father Mile Babic
Franciscan, Professor Theological Faculty
Sarajevo, Bosnia Herzegovina

Rev. Sister Patricia McDermott, RSM
Fresident, Sisters of Mercy of the Amencas
United States



FAITH-BASED ORGANISATIONS

Fax Christi Intermational
Secretary General José Henriguez

17 Pax Chnsh National Sections

Religions for Peace
Secretary General Or. William Vendley

Global Network of Religions for Children
Secretary General Dr. Mustafa Ali

Maryknoll Office for Glabal Concems
Executive Director Gerry Lee

Piea for an Ecumenical Future
Executive Secretary Wemer Gebart

The Waorld Hibakusha Exhibition
Secretary General Naoto Anzai

India Peace Centre
Director Kasta Dip

PAX
General Director Jan Gruiters

Canadian Catholic organisation for
Development and Feace

Touhoku HELP
Secretary genaral rev. Dr. Naoya Kawakami

Brot fiir die Welt

Zen Peacemakers Aotearoa
Rosalind Jiko

Canadian Friends Service Committee (CFSC)
the peace and service agency of Quakers in
Canada

Society of Friends (Quakers)
Wellington, New Zealand
Representative Moeline Gannaway

This call is still open. If you are interested in signing the declamation or if you have any guestions

please contact Daan Kayser, kayser@paxforpeace.nl

¥ou can also sign the declaration here www paxforpeace nlfinterfaith-declaration



